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OCT now has a unique opportunity to buy almost two 

acres of land off Monument Road for $35,000. The land, 

which was once a part of the Mayo Farm, is known for 

both its historic and environmental significance.   

 

The property is strategically located on a town scenic 

road and on land that drains into Crystal Lake, one of the 

town's most popular ponds. This parcel also lies within 

the zone of contribution to one of the town's drinking  

water supply wells. Preventing a house and a septic  

system on this land will help preserve the quality of our 

town's drinking water.  

 

Along with the propertyôs important ecological features, 

the purchase of this land will preserve nearly 500 feet of 

roadside frontage along busy Monument Road. The  

propertyôs upland is densely wooded with Cape Cod 

pine/ oak tree species and in the center of the property is 

a town-recognized wetland.  

 

This is a key opportunity to preserve and protect land 

within multiple watersheds, a pond, a historic scenic  

byway, and numerous educational opportunities. With 

your help we can make this acquisition happen. The 

Friends of Crystal Lake have kicked off the fundraising 

drive by making a key $5,000 inspirational grant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The acquisition of the property will: 

¶ Protect land within the townôs Groundwater  

Protection District; 

¶ Preserve land which lies entirely within the Pleasant 

Bay Area of Critical Environmental Concern; 

¶ Preserve land within the Natural Heritage &  

Endangered Species Program recognized primary  

habitat for rare or endangered species; 

¶ Maintain and enhance a wildlife corridor between 

Crystal Lake and a large red maple/ white cedar 

swamp north of the parcel; and 

¶ Provide additional educational opportunities.  

 

Donate electronically on OCTôs website 

www.orleansconservationtrust.org 

PLEASE HELP OCT BUY LAND ON MONUMENT ROAD 
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View of the property from along Monument Road 
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and walks: page 4 

Orleans eyes land buy Oct. 17: 
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OCT/ Town Is Awarded AmeriCorps 

Cape Cod Service Partner of the Year 
  

From May 7-14, OCT, AmeriCorps Cape Cod, and the 

town of Orleans were very busy during AmeriCorps 

Week 2011. This year we focused our efforts on freshwa-

ter restoration, conservation ecology and invasive species 

management at a series of conservation properties,  

including OCTôs Mauch Gift off Old Duck Hole Road 

and the townôs landing on Uncle Harvey's Pond. 

 

Throughout the week we had AmeriCorps, four school 

groups and enthusiastic volunteers removing invasive 

species (such as Asiatic bittersweet, Morrows honeysuck-

le, and European privet) and planting native species. By 

the end of the week more than 30,000 pounds of invasive 

plant material was removed from the two sites. On Friday 

OCT hosted a barbeque to thank everyone for their labor, 

valued at more than $12,000. This fall AmeriCorps Cape 

Cod presented OCT and the Town with the 2011 Service 

Partner of the Year Award. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout 2011 OCT and AmeriCorps worked together 

on four separate projects, including the installation of an 

osprey pole on Little Sipson Island in Pleasant Bay (see 

photographs below)       
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Americorps volunteers work in the spring of 2011 to erect an 

osprey pole on Little Sipson Island in Pleasant bay.  

Monument Road Preservation Project: Property Location 
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OCT welcomes your memberships, dues, and year end donations 
 

As OCT enters our 42nd year of successful conservation efforts, the trustees thank each of you for your  continued  

support. We are often reminded that the good work we are able to do is possible only because of your commitment to the 

local environment. You can enjoy the results of your donations every time you pass by the pocket park in Orleans center 

and glimpse Boland's Pond, take a walk at Twinings Pond or enjoy the woods as you turn onto Namskaket Road. Each 

contribution not only helps to preserve wildlife habitat but also helps to preserve the unique character of Orleans. 

 

Whether your contributions are for supporting our operations and property maintenance, or for acquisition projects, you 

are valued members of the Orleans Conservation Trust, which has enjoyed unprecedented success over the last 40+ years. 

We hope to continue this investment in our fourth decade. 

 

Did you know that each land acquisition, by purchase or gift in fee, or conservation restriction carries several  

built-in costs? 

¶ Legal Fees: $500 to $1000 

¶ Closing Costs: $300 to $500 

¶ Real estate taxes: $1,000 to 5,000 

¶ Professional services: $150 to 5,000 
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These expenses are the cost of doing business. Your membership 

dues allow us to continually oversee and manage our protected 

lands. General donations allow us to speak to potential land donors 

and purchase new land. All your gifts are taxï deductible.  

And the winner isééé.                                                     
The drawing for the Rick Fleury painting was a suspenseful 

moment for about 70 people who gathered at the Orleans  

Conservation Trust's annual meeting Aug. 23 at the Orleans 

Yacht Club.  

 

After four months of selling raffle tickets, the Orleans  

Conservation Trust is pleased to report that Michael and Shari 

Cantor of East Orleans and West Hartford, CT are the proud 

owners of the landscape painting that shows the view from 

OCT property across Robert's Cove and Nauset Inlet. The  

Cantors bought the winning ticket during sales at the Fourth of 

July parade.  

 

We congratulate the Cantors and console the many who  

had hoped to win Fleury's painting. We again thank Rick  

Fleury, also present during the drawing, for his wonderful gift 

that inspired OCT's first raffle, which was a great success in 

many ways.  

  

Featured speaker Rufin Van Bossuyt drew the winning ticket 

after entertaining and informing us about attempts to restore 

the nation's American chestnuts, nearly wiped out from 1905 

through the 1950ôs by a blight. Van Bossuyt described his 

search to find surviving stands of American chestnuts,  

including fruiting chestnuts in Orleans, to help the  

American Chestnut Foundation breed a strain of disease-  

resistant chestnuts. 

 

OCT had hoped to use  its annual meeting and a proxy process 

to change its bylaws to permit up to 15 members on the Board 

of Trustees, up from 13 current members. But we fell 12 votes 

short of getting the required quorum needed to change the  

bylaws. OCT will try again. As our Charter permits, the  

Board of Trustees reelected trustees Peter Deeks, Robert  

Prescott and Beth Minear and elected Patty Platten and Sharon 

Davis as new Trustees. The Board later elected James Trainor 

as President, Minear as Vice-President and Lynn Bruneau  

as Treasurer.  

 

The Board thanked departing President Linde MacLeod, who 

is staying on the Board, and departing Treasurer Lida Miner 

and departing Trustee Susan Milton for their contributions to 

Orleans Conservation Trust.  

 

During the gathering, a request was made to address the 

townôs plans for the  wastewater treatment plant and effluent 

disposal on land adjacent to Namskaket Marsh, owned by 

OCT. The request was denied  and OCT President Linde  

MacLeod directed the group's attention to OCT's statement on 
the issue, including its plans to continue to monitor the permit-

ting process on the plant and the potential impact on the marsh.  

 

OCT thanks the Orleans Yacht Club for its hospitality, and 

caterer The Land Ho! for the excellent appetizers.  

OCT Administrator Kris Ramsay giving a recap of OCTôs work in 2011 

Fillerð Get better picture 


