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ORLEANS CONSERVATION TRUST 

Preserving Land Since 1970 

While land buys and hatching turtles get headlines, 

the day to day work of managing 635 acres of property 

takes most of OCTôs attention and budget year-round.  

Winds blow down trees across trails. Cat briers,  

locust trees and bittersweet writhe quietly unnoticed until 

they strangle landscapes and views. Garlic mustard and 

other invasives pop up overnight.  

This winter, OCTôs Land Management Committee 

worked to systematically identify the trustôs most critical 

parcels of land to manage. The committee considered 

each of the 118 propertiesô location, current use, ecologi-

cal and historical significance, parcel size and scenic 

views.  

The restoration of the Young/Flint gift and the Mauch 

property last year are typical of what OCT does and 

hopes to do in the future on more of its properties. Both 

benefited from the removal of vines and shrubs invading 

land that had been open fields when they were donated. 

In both cases, neighbors provided key funding for the 

restorations, conducted by OCT Administrator Kris  

Ramsay, AmeriCorps Cape Cod and, the Orleans  

Highway Department.  

The need to keep more fields open as habitat is now 

well recognized by biologists. Whippoorwills, ruffed  

 

grouse, quail and other  meadow species have become 

scarce as their field habitat reverts to forest, according to 

MassWildlife.  

Last year, OCT began restoring our 5.5-acre parcel 

along Old Duck Hole Road and Lovell Lane in East  

Orleans. Before he gave the land to the trust in 1990, Ted 

Mauch had invested years of work in the propertyôs stone 

walls, his garden and the native habitat. During the first 

phase of this property restoration, OCT focused on  

removing Asiatic bittersweet and vine honeysuckle from 

sections of the wall and opening up the field and historic 

scenic view of the back side of Nauset Beach. 
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Before old garden restored to field habitat 
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Continuedï Keeping Open Space ñOpenò  from Page 1 

This spring, OCT will remove bush honeysuckle and  
more Asiatic bittersweet, which is creeping into the  
upland habitat that was once made up of lush arrowwood 
viburnums, high and low bush blue berries, pitch pine 
and black cherry. These native tree and shrub species 
provide food, shelter, and nesting habitat for bird and 
mammal species alike.  
The 1.2-acre Young/Flint land gift at the end of  

Champlain Road in East Orleans is small but in a  
strategic location near Nauset Harbor. The site attracts 
many different bird species and also acts as a small pock-
et park for humans.  
Before the restoration the field was a green mass of 

bittersweet, bush and vine honeysuckle, Autumn olive 
and multiflora rose, making it nearly impossible for  
people members to walk the property and making it even 
harder for the native plant species to survive. 
While relatively small in size, these projects are  

time-consuming, expensive, and demand a large crew. 
Each restoration requires yearly property inspections and 
continued clipping of re-sprouting invasive plant species. 
The property inspection needs to be conducted by the  
administrator, a land steward, or a community member 
living in close proximity. The early succession field  
habitats will also need to be mowed once a year in late 
fall, assuring that ground nesting birds are not put at risk. 
OCT would like to thank all of the neighbors who helped 
offset the costs of the management activities that took 
place on these properties in 2010.  
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Afterï Native Little Blue stem grasses will flourish 
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This year OCT is looking to form a volunteer 

land management group that would meet once a 

week for a half a day to work on restoring some 

of these parcels of land. If you would like to  

volunteer please contact Kris Ramsay, OCT  

Administrator at 508-255-0183 or email  

octkris@verizon.net. 

mailto:octkris@verizon.net


OCT got some very exciting news in December. For 

about 20 months, land manager Kris Ramsay has been 

watching over OCT land and developing partnerships 

with neighbors, volunteers and town and county  

personnel. He worked halftime for us and halftime for 

the Dennis Conservation Trust to do everything from  

maintaining trails to creating maps and meeting with  

potential donors and volunteer land stewards. 

Now Kris is OCTôs full-time administrator, 

thanks to a generous Orleans resident, familiar with 

OCTôs work and mission. The donor gave OCT 

$25,000 a year for two years, expressly to expand 

Krisô job to full-time.  

ñThis is a great vote of confidence in the Orleans  

Conservation Trust and in Kris,ò OCT  President Linde  

MacLeod said. ñThis gift is also a challenge to OCT and 

to Kris, one that we both welcome. We are so grateful to 

our donor, who wishes to remain anonymous.ò 

In two years, OCT must boost its fund-raising to     

cover this new expense. Last year OCTôs operating 

budget was roughly $58,000. With the additional salary, 

our basic budget is 

$72,000 a year. We 

have to raise $6,000 a 

month. Usually we do 

far less than that, ex-

cept in December and 

January when many of 

you generously re-

spond to our year-end 

appeal.  

Before the donation, 

OCT already had start-

ed to ramp up its fund-

raising and member-

ship drives, as you will 

see elsewhere in this 

newsletter. 

With your continued help and support, we have a new 

goal that we are sure to reach. Thank you once again for  

making OCTôs work possible.  

Celebrate AmeriCorpsï Cape Cod Week May 7-14 in Orleans  

 

Since 1999, young men and women in the Barnstable County AmeriCorps Cape Cod have provided a free labor 

force for essential work that Cape nonprofits and towns just didnôt have the manpower or money to do. Since its start 

in 1999, 246 members of AmeriCorps Cape Cod has provided over 420,000 hours of service on Cape Cod. 

During National AmeriCorps Week May 7-14, AmeriCorps will help restore OCT land at Uncle Harveyôs Pond 

and continue the restoration on the Mauch Gift off Old Duck Hole Road, as well as other open space around  

Orleans. OCTôs Uncle Harveyôs Pond project will focus on the removal of large invasive black locust trees on an 

acre of land abutting the freshwater pond at the end of Uncle Harveyôs Road. 

ñIt will be a wonderful example of how town agencies, local non-profits, and volunteers can come together to 

build and strengthen our community during this historic time for service,ò OCT Administrator Kris Ramsay said. 

For the Orleans Conservation Trust, AmeriCorps workers have mapped and created trails, removed invasive  

species, and planted native species, all of which support the town open spaceôs ecological habitat and scenic  

landscape. Around the Cape, these college-age men and women have cleared out herring runs, planted shellfish seed, 

written grant proposals, worked on fire prevention at the Cape Cod 

National Seashore and prepared for disasters, organized the Martin 

Luther King Day of Service annually, cut up downed trees into free 

firewood,  to name just a few projects. The workers live in a National 

Seashore house and a county building in Bourne and fan out every 

day to their tasks. 

      In Orleans in May, community volunteers are welcome to  

participate in the work and celebration, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Monday 

through Thursday. On Friday, work will end at noon, in time for a 

final lunch and celebration. Volunteers should wear clothes that can 

get dirty, as well as a hat and sunscreen. Work gloves and tools will 

be provided.  

      If you are interested in volunteering or attending the  

lunch, please call 508-255-0183 or email octkris@verizon.net for 

more information.  

Kris Ramsay giving a brief history of  

the  Mill Pond Valley trail before a walk 

in 2010 

Americorps volunteers work in the fall of 2010 on 

phase one of the Townôs Uncle Harveyôs Pond  

Landing Restoration 
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OCT gets a boost and a goal 

mailto:octkris@verizon.net


There are four very good reasons to come to a wine 

and art reception 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday, April 23 at 

the Addison Art Gallery on Route 28 in Orleans. 

You will enjoy the many great artists shown by the 

gallery. You can savor and compare excellent wines from 

Europe and the New World, paired by Orleans Wine and 

Spirits. Clear your palate with lavish hors d'oeuvres by 

Land Ho! Catering that are selected to match the wines. 

Best of all, you can support the Orleans Conservation 

Trust and its work to protect open space in this town that 

we love. 

Tickets are $60 per person. The price includes a tax-

deductible $20 chance to win a unique painting created 

especially for the Orleans Conservation Trust by Rick 

Fleury, a Cape artist known around the country and a 

member of the prestigious Copley Society. 

The 30 by 40-inch landscape, valued at $5,200, will 

feature a special place, owned and protected by the Trust, 

in Orleans. Where is it? You'll have to come to the wine 

and art reception April 23 for the unveiling. 

OCT will be selling $20 raffle tickets through the  

summer and will draw the winning ticket at its annual 

meeting in August (probably August 23) at the Orleans 

Yacht Club. To buy a raffle ticket, call or email OCT at 

508-255-0183 or oct@orleansconservationtrust.org. 

The date is on Easter weekend to offer a fun and  

exciting event for people who are entertaining families 

and guests for the holidays. 

"OCT is delighted to be working with such  

talented partners for this event, which promises to be a 

good time and a good value." OCT president Linde  

MacLeod said. 

Fleury is dedicating his professional life to painting 

coastal landscapes of New England. His work is in  

private and corporate collections throughout the United 

States and in the permanent collections of the Cape Cod 

Museum of Art, the Cahoon Museum of American Art 

and the Provincetown Art Association and Museum. 

Since 1996 Addison Art Gallery has connected some 

of the finest artists in America with collectors and lovers 

of art. Its own receptions draw a discerning audience who 

enjoy the time they spend savoring art, food and wine. 

Orleans Wine and Spirits has matched good wines 

with good food for decades at its own wine dinners and 

tastings. For this reception, they are pairing wines from 

Chile, Italy, California, Bordeaux and Australia. 

    They are all working together to support the Orleans 

Conservation Trust, a private nonprofit land trust founded 

in 1970 to save and protect open space in the town of  

Orleans. Then, as now, the pressures of population 

growth and development threatened our town's natural 

resources and environment. Through the generosity of its 

members, OCT currently protects 625 acres of shore, 

woods, marshes and upland throughout Orleans. 

What Orleans scene will Rick Fleury paint? 

B I TS & P I E C E S 
 

Keeping Company with Kestrels a BIG Hit 

On February 5, more than 120 people enjoyed ñKeeping  

Company with Kestrels,ò featuring Joanne Mason,  

an advocate and expert about birds of prey. People got a 

good look at two kestrels and a merlin, as well as  

the opportunity to hear 

about Joanneôs extensive  

research and experiences 

with American Kestrels  

in southeastern Massa-

chusetts during the past 

20 years. Stay tuned  

for more OCT-sponsored 

educational events in the 

future.  

 

Powerful New Conservation Incentives 

Interested in learning how to preserve your land and  

receive powerful new tax benefits? Come to the  

landowners workshop at 9 a.m., Saturday, April 9th,  at 

the Brewster Ladies Library in Brewster, MA. Federal 

tax incentives for donations of land and private  

conservation restrictions have been extended through 
Continued on page 5 
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Unique Painting of Orleans Unveiled at OCTôs Party April 23 

To make your reservations for the reception,  

please contact Orleans Wine and Spirits, 508-255-2812. 

Sign up quickly to avoid disappointment because space 

is limited. 

mailto:oct@orleansconservationtrust.org


Continuedï Powerful New Conservation Incentives from Page 4 
 

December 31st, and a new Massachusetts tax credit took effect on January 1. This 

makes 2011 the best time ever to donate land or a conservation restriction and reap powerful federal and state chari-

table deductions. 

People grant conservation restrictions to protect their land from inappropriate development while retaining private 

ownership. By granting a conservation restriction in perpetuity, an owner may be assured that the resource value of 

the property will be protected indefinitely, no matter who owns the property in the future. Over the last 41 years, 35 

properties, totaling 178 acres have been voluntarily restricted with OCTôs help. 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

William Bevan  

 from Teryn Weintz 

James DiGiano 

 from Jane Hussey 

Dr. Joseph Finkelstein  

 from Nadia Ehrlich Finkelstein  

 Peter and Ruth Fleck  

 from Virginia & David Clarendon 

Robert Foresman  

 from Carol Foresman 

Nancy Franzen  

 from Eric & Heidi Franzen 

 

 

Robert Gardner  

from Charles and Betsy Dow 

Mary Waterman Gildehaus  

from Thomas Gildehaus 

Philip Metzidakis  

from Hunter & Hildegard Hannum 

Robert & Eleanor Barr 

Robert & Kristine Mudrick, Jr. 

Ethel Nelson  

from Aryeh Shander   

Albert Nisonoff  

        from Fay Ruopp 

Jack Ollivier  

from Rita & Judith Kenney 

Helen Patton  

from John & Barbara Sciarra 

�t���o�o�G�����š�������Ç�����Æ�����µ�Ÿ�À�������]�Œ�����š�}�Œ�����}�����W�Œ���•���}�©��
�‰�}�]�v�š�•���}�µ�š�����v�������]�•���µ�•�•�]�v�P���š�Z�����]�u�‰�}�Œ�š���v�������}�Œ��
�Œ���u�}�À�]�v�P���]�v�À���•�]�À�����•�‰�����]���• 
 

IN HONOR OF 
 

Keith Johnson   

 from Leonard & Patricia Johnson 

Charlotte Read   

 from Adam Read-Brown  

 

Lynn Bruneau  

 from Protiviti  

Paul Carrington   

 from Virginia Carrington  

     

(November 15, 2010ï February 25, 2011) 
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2010-2011 Special Gifts   

Take a walk with OCT this year  
�*�R���W�R���R�U�O�H�D�Q�V�F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�W�U�X�V�W���R�U�J���I�R�U���W�L�P�H�V�����G�L�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����S�D�U�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���P�D�S�V 

March 26, 2011- Meadow Bog Pondï Led by Barbara Murphy 

April 30, 2011ï Mill Pond Valley Conservation Land  

May 13, 2011ï Mauch Gift Conservation Landï Led by Bob Prescott  

June 11, 2011- Kents Point Conservation Landï Led by Rich Eldred 

July 23, 2011- Putnam Farm Conservation Landï Led by Jay Putnam 

August 20, 2011- Namequoit Bog- Led by Seth Wilkinson 

September 24, 2011-Twinings Pond Conservation Land 
See orleansconservationtrust.org for maps, directions, and parking 


